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SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, OCTOBER 27, 1921. 


Minutes anp Events IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE ONE 
HunpRED AND FirrTreTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING 
OF THE SALEM Marine Society. 


On Tuurspay, OctTosrer 27, 1921, there was held in its 
comfortable rooms in the Franklin Building, overlooking the 
old historic Salem Common, the one hundred and fiftieth an- 
niversary of the formation of the “‘Salem Marine Society,” or 


‘as it is legally known, “The Marine Society at Salem in the 


County of Essex, in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay 
in New England.” 

Preparation for the event had been in the hands of a com- 
petent committee and the result of its work to make the occa- 
sion a memorable one, was attested to and appreciated by all 
who were able to take part in it. 

The celebration of an anniversary of any organization 
covering such a long period of existence, means that its 
record has been one of progress, success, careful adminis- 
tration, strict adherence to its original policies and princi- 
ples and an unflagging interest in carrying out the work 
handed down by its founders. 

Today, the Salem Marine Society occupies a place in the 
list of organizations in our good old city, which commands 
the respect, the confidence and the admiration of its inhabi- 
tants. or all these one hundred and fifty years its affairs 
have been managed with but one object in view, the assist- 
ing in a financial way of those whose misfortune compels 
them to seek and accept such aid as it is in the power of the 
society to give to the descendants of present and former 
members. It has been a great satisfaction to have done 
this and those of our members who have completed their last 


ra 
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voyage, must look down on our efforts—if that privilege is 
accorded them—with a great degree of complacency and 
approval. In looking over the membership roll of five hun- 
dred and ninety-one listed since its formation, we find the 
names of almost all our old merchants and ship owners and 
the large majority of our shipmasters. Membership in our 
Society was restricted to shipmasters and ship owners. 

We believe, and shall claim until that claim is disputed, 
that we are the second oldest marine society in the United 
States. The first in the world of that nature is the Boston 
Marine Society incorporated in 1742 and still a most suc- 
cessful and flourishing organization, having headquarters in 
the City of Boston. 

Without ostentation or publicity, our work has been carried 
on with the same skill and judgment which becomes the 
second nature of those who have navigated vessels to all parts 
of the world, and, carrying out the same methods, the mem- 
bers gathered in our meeting place at the usual hour 
of 38 o'clock P. M., on a pleasant October afternoon, to 
observe with proper ceremony this most important event. 
Five out of the twelve original members were present. 
David N. Pousland, who has been a member 44 years; 
Walter H. Trumbull with a membership of 35 years; Cap- 
tain Edward B. Trumbull with 34 years to his credit, Cap- 
tain J. Clifford Entwisle with 32 years, and Henry P. 
Smith with 23 years. 

The ‘‘Cabin Boys,” being sons and grandsons of former 
and present members, who have lately been admitted to 
attend the councils and deliberations of the “After Guard,” 
certainly proved their interest and loyalty and the wisdom 
of giving them membership, by a very creditable attendance. 
Of the nineteen who have been elected, there was present, 
Charles F. Allen, Atkins H. Bates, Albert Goodhue, Law- 
rence W. Jenkins, Arthur R. Millett, Henry C. Millett, 
James Duncan Phillips, Stephen W. Phillips, Arthur P. 
Pousland, Henry K. Roberts, and John G. Waters. The 
presence of these new members was very gratifying as it 
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indicates that the affairs of the society will be in good hands 
and its objects receive the same careful attention as in the 
past when the old ‘‘shell-backs” have made their last voyage. 

The following officers and committees were elected ;— 
Master, Captain Edward B. Trumbull, Deputy Master, 
David N. Pousland, Treasurer, Captain Edward B. Trum- 
bull, Clerk, Captain J. Clifford Entwisle, Committee on 
Finance, David Pingree, Committee on Distribution, David 
N. Pousland, Committee on Franklin Building, George H. 
Allen, David N. Pousland, Agent for the Franklin Building, 
Captain Edward B. Trumbull, Agent for insurance, Cap- 
tain Edward B. Trumbull. 

After the formal preliminaries had been disposed of, the 
question was discussed as to the advisability of making a 
distinctive feature of the occasion, the conferring of Hon- 
orary Membership on someone who had by his contribution 
to the public good and welfare commended himself to univer- 
sal recognition. Preferably we desired a Salem man be- 
cause there never was a time when a native of Salem had not 
been prominent in some work or invention that became a 
benefit to all mankind. The unanimous choice for this dis- 
tinction was Ralph C. Browne whose contribution to the 
world at large was the electrical device that he thought 
out and manufactured for the American Government, which 
successfully blocked the German U boats in the North Sea_ 
and made such ports as Zeebrugge and Ostend useless to the 
German fleet. It was a simple affair but wonderfully effec- 
tive, a contrivance of electric apparatus floating in the ocean 
just below the surface of the water, which when struck by a 
passing warship would explode by contact the death-dealing 
mine planted at the bottom or in the depths of the sea. It 
was doubtless the most important invention of the World’s 
War. 

There was also one other person mentioned for the honor. 
One who for years had sole charge of keeping in touch and 
publishing in Salem papers, the movements of Salem ship 
masters, quite a number of whom were in active service and 
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whose arrival and departure from foreign ports and whose 
arrival in a home port, was of great interest to relatives and 
friends in Salem. He had also been a faithful chronicler of 
all marine events interesting to Salem people, a staunch 
friend of our society and a privileged visitor to our comfort- 
able rooms. One who was always welcome to use our “latch- 
string,” George G. Putnam. His name was proposed and 
with unanimous and hearty acclaim he was formally voted 
into membership. 


ADDRESS OF THE MASTER 


At the conclusion of the regular business, the Master, 
Caprain Epwarp B, Trumevtt, congratulated the mem- 
bers on the large attendance which augured well for the future 
of the society. He then delivered the following address :— 
To the members of the Salem Marine Society: 

Fifty years ago, June 8, 1871, the centennial anniversary 
of the Salem Marine Society was observed by a dinner at the 
Essex House. Captain Nathaniel Brown, master, then 
mayor of the city, presided, and the pleasant dining room 
was prettily decorated with tablets handsomely inscribed 
with the names of various benefactors of the society, 
arranged around the room, and portraits of Dr. Nathaniel 
Bowditch and Capt. Nathaniel West were hung upon the 
walls. Eloquent speeches and letters added great interest 
to the occasion. At the close of an address by the late Char- 
les S. Osgood, Esq., then deputy collector of customs of the 
District of Salem and Beverly, he gave the following 
sentiment :— 

“The Salem Marine Society—venerable in years; inti- 
mately connected with the brilliant record of the commercial 
fame of Salem; beneficent in its charities. May its second 
centennial find it still flourishing in a green old age, with 
the ancient port invigorated by more than its former glory.” 

A faithful transcript of that centennial meeting was made 
by the late Hon. Charles W. Palfray, then editor of the 
Salem Register, who was present, and who also printed in 
his paper a history of the society. That history has been 
preserved in book form, and members who have not 
received one may obtain a copy upon request. I shall not 
make any lengthy remarks tonight, but shall call your atten- 
tion to a few excerpts from that history. 
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The Society was instituted in 1766, but the first corpor- 
ate meeting was held on June 8, 1771, just a century before 
the gathering took place in the Essex House. 

Concisely stated, the object of the society founders was to 
afford relief for disabled and aged members, and it has 
ever been true to its motto, ‘where virtue reigns the unfor- 
tunate find relief.” 

The society early turned its attention to navigation and 
commerce. In 1792 a memorial was addressed to Hon. 
Benjamin Lincoln, collector of the port of Boston, looking to 
the erecting of proper buoys and lighthouses in the harbor, 
the society having then already paid $401. towards that end. 
A lighthouse on Cape Cod was next considered, and with the 
Boston Marine Society, immediate application was made to 
Congress, and that body subsequently made provisions by 
appropriating certain sums toward that end. It may be 
said, without fear of contradiction that much valuable work 
was accomplished by the society, in which the members of 
the East India Marine Society joined. 

I must tell you that there is preserved today an original 
subscription paper, dated July 8, 1791, which recites in 
substance as follows: “From the many accidents that have 
happened and frequent mistakes made by vessels coming into — 
this port in the night and in thick weather for the want of 
a landmark to ascertain Baker’s Island, so called, we the 
subscribers agree to give for the purpose of building a Bea- 
con on the Northernmost part of said Island the sums by us 
subscribed, and will pay the same into the hands of the fol- 
lowing gentlemen: Capt. Benjamin West, Capt. Simon 
Forrester and Capt. William Orne of the Marine society for 
the purpose of prosecuting any person or persons that may 
in any wise injure or destroy the same. 

I might go on and tell you about the charitable work of 
the society and the untold good that it has done; about the 
service of its members in the Revolutionary war; as pri- 
vateers-men in the War of 1812, in the navy during the 
Civil War, and of its response to all calls when the country 
needed its services. I might further tell you of its members 
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charting unknown seas, of the illustrious service in every 
field, but that is recorded in the official volume of the 
society, of which I have before spoken, and to a copy of 
which you are every one entitled. 

I have spoken of the celebration of 50 years ago, but let 
me briefly allude to some of the earlier meetings. They 
were held at the homes of the members, or in taverns, or in 
public halls, until the Franklin building became its per- 
manent home. Mr. Palfray wrote in 1871: “In the early 
days of the society, and down to within, say, forty years, 
according to the custom of the period, it was usual, as we 
judge from the records, to have some refreshment at the 
monthly meetings—perhaps a bowl of punch, or something 
of the kind, when liquors were purer and more reliable than 
the vile compounds of our time. The scores were paid on 
the same evening. Thus, we find in 1783 that cash paid 
for ‘the Reckoning” was £2, 7s, 6d; and subsequently such 
entries as these:—Cash received more than paid for the 
reckoning at Capt. Webb’s, 3s, 4d; do. do. more than paid 
Webb’s bill, 8s, 2d, &, &. The indulgence, however, 
never appears to have been excessive, ‘the reckoning,’ vary- 
ing from less than a dollar to two or three in the last cen- 
tury, and seldom exceeding five after the society had much 
increased in numbers, even down to 1833, since which we 
find no trace of the practice. 

So, gentlemen, following in the wake of the early mem- 
bers, I ask you to partake of “the reckoning” that has been 
prepared for you this evening. 

The address of Captain Trumbull was received with great 
attention by the members and his allusion to “the reckon- 
ing” of former days which he invited them to participate in, 
had a most quickening and reviving influence and it was 
distressing to be told that the clerk had prepared a paper 
which he desired to read. So those present settled them- 
selves again in the comfortable chairs with a resigned expres- 
sion and a manner which clearly said, “make it short.” 

The clerk, Caprarn J. Currrorp Enrwistx, then read 
the following paper :— 


THE CLERK’S ADDRESS 


Fifty years, three months and eighteen days ago, there 
was commemorated in Salem, at the old Essex House, the 
one hundredth or centennial anniversary of the first act 
towards incorporating this society. The petition was dated 
April 12, 1771 but an examination of the records at the 
State House shows, that the final Act of incorporation was 
not actually passed by the Legislative body in response to 
said petition, until the following year, and on April 14, 
1772, the Act was passed to be engrossed. Unfortunately, 
the original copy of this Act has been lost and the above 
dates were procured from the records at the State House. 

The petition referred to, prayed that the name of the 
society be, “The Marine Society of Salem in New England 
(or such other name as Your Excellencies and Honors shall 
think fit).””. When the Act was finally passed, the name 
given was “THE MARINE SOCIETY AT SALEM, IN 
THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, IN THE PROVINCE OF 
THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY IN NEW ENGLAND,” 
and it so stands today, but for years this long title has been 
somewhat abbreviated and we have called ourselves, “THE 
SALEM MARINE SOCIETY,” which title is considered 
definite enough to satisfy all purposes. 

Following the procedure of our members at the one hun- 
dreth anniversary, we decided to commemorate the one 
hundred and fiftieth birthday of our society by a social 
gathering to be followed by a banquet. 

This meeting of October 27, 1921 will be recorded on the 
records of our society for the information of those who may 
come after us, but we fear, a recital of our activities since 
1871, will in no way compare with the history of this society 
which was so fully prepared and so ably presented at its 
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one hundreth celebration. The stirring events of the first 
one hundred years will not be duplicated in our own per- 
sonal history during the past fifty years, and yet, what a 
wonderful period it has been and what startling and impor- 
tant changes have taken place and when we consider for a 
moment, the contemplated discoveries and improvements, 
it appears to be almost impossible of fulfillment. 

Our fellow members of fifty years ago would be 
amazed and confounded could they spend a day with us in 
this more than busy period, and yet the changes have come 
along so gradually that they have been absorbed with very 
little comment and no very great impression has been made 
upon us. 

We call it the age of progression and seem suprised 
at nothing. At the present time we seem to be expecting a 
surprise and we never feel confounded by the revelation of 
science and its application to our daily needs and wants, 
and yet, so far as we are concerned, our interest lies not so 
much in startling discoveries, as in the advancement and 
deterioration as we might say, of sea faring conditions, pro- 
vided it be possible to advance and retreat at the same time. 
In no profession has such drastic changes been made as in 
maritime affairs. In fact we might say the profession as it 
was known in 1871, no longer exists. The great fleet of 
white winged beauties of which we were so proud, has per- 
ished from the face of the earth or nearly so. The full rigged 
ship of those prosperous days, would be a genuine curiosity 
to many of the present generation. For the last fifty 
years, Salem’s sons have had no desire to follow in the foot- 
steps of their fathers. One reason perhaps is that the sail- 
ing craft became fewer and fewer with no additions, and 
other professions offered better and more lasting induce- 
ments to the young men. All the memory or recollection 
many descendants of sea faring men have today, is a picture 
or painting of what was the idol of their fore-fathers. 
These mementoes are in all cases carefully preserved and 
given a prominent place on the walls of the home, but the 
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salty flavor that naturally permeated the homes of our former 
members, has grown steadily weaker until in many cases it 
has disappeared entirely and another aroma has filled the 
atmosphere, and yet there is a great deal of pride expressed 
in referring to members of the family who have passed away, 
as having been hardy and intrepid mariners. 

The merchant marine as we view it, will never be revived. 
The ability and courage needed and displayed in success- 
fully piloting a vessel thousands of miles across the wide 
and turbulent ocean, will never be in evidence again. No 
doubt we will have more or less sea-going vessels, but their 
motive power will not be the shrieking wind, but the energy 
necessary to get them along, will be developed deep down in 
the bowels of the ship where formerly quietly rested rum 
and molasses and which needs only the ringing of a bell to 
eall it into activity. 

The master of one of these craft that respond to the tones 
of a mechanical device, may have cause to be proud of his 
position and vessel and naturally so, but it bears no compari- 
son to the position of ship masters, of which this society was 
composed. Men who were gifted with courage, judgment, 
coolness, business ability, daring, and numerous other quali- 
ties that enabled them to take the craft entrusted to their 
care and proceed to the uttermost parts of the world, oft 
times surrounded by indescribable dangers, sailing through 
seas imperfectly charted and reaching their destination with- 
out mishap. 

The financial responsibility that they assumed was very 
great. Entrusted with large sums of money, in addition to 
returns from cargo delivered, they had to invest these sums 
in the purchase of articles and commodities in distant lands 
which could be profitably disposed of upon their return. 
The modern banking methods of exchange were unheard of. 
Cables were not even dreamed of. The shipmoster stood 
alone and his business ability must equal his skill in being 
able to get his vessel from port to port without mishap. The 
large ship owner of former years never would have been able 
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to enlarge his worldly possessions and lay up wealth if he 
had not had an untiring, faithful and competent master in 
his vessels. To him was given the hard, hard life of the sea 
with its many dangers, while the ship owner could sit in 
luxury and enjoy the profits of his venture, made possible 
by the captains whom he employed. Few can realize what 
it meant to be a successful shipmaster in those early days. 

I can conceive of no greater satisfaction than that which 
one feels at the completion of a long, tedious and dangerous 
voyage to the far distant East; and the shipmaster who has 
brought his vessel to the desired port may be excused if he 
exhibits a little self-conceit in his ability. With such men 
has this society been connected. The profession which they 
espoused is slowly becoming obsolete, and for some years 
the holy-stone, the marlin-spike, the fid, the sail making, 
setting up the rigging, turning in dead-eyes, splicing, and 
many other traits of the profession have slowly but surely 
disappeared, until all that is left now is the swab, paint-pot, 
and brass-cleaning substance, that a most inferior person 
might be able to use or superintend. 

We deplore the passing of our full-rigged ship and yet 
we are compelled to keep abreast of the times and with the 
changes that have taken place comes also the changes in our 
life and mode of living. As the ships became fewer and 
fewer it found the former ship master without employment 
and it is more than twenty-five years, since we had a mem- 
ber who was actively engaged in navigating the vessels at 
sea. Though the ships died, the ship master still lived, 
and it became a problem with him how the wolf might be 
kept from the door. His experience at sea stood him in 
good stead and in many cases, he was obliged to enter a new 
profession or a new business, and in looking back over our 
membership, we find great success attending the endeavors 
of the trained sailor, to compete with his more experienced 
brother on shore. His sea training helped him in many 
cases and made it less difficult for him to adapt himself to 
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new conditions. In fact, the sailor had many qualities that 
his brother on shore lacked. He was not afraid to assume 
responsibility. He had confidence in himself, gained by a 
successful sea experience. He recognized few obstacles, 
and never hesitated to tackle the most unpromising matters. 
He was fearless and courageous. He was self-reliant but 
never boastful. He was quick to grasp a situation and 
decide on a course of conduct. He was determined and, we 
might almost say, obstinate. He was respected for his fair- 
ness and his trustfulness. All these qualities had been 
acquired from his sea experience, and, while it might have 
come hard to be a subordinate and take, instead of give, 
directions and orders, he adapted himself to his conditions 
and circumstances and the former deep sea sailor-man be- 
came the successful landsman. In looking back over the 
membership of this Society for the past fifty years, we find 
many cases of this transformation and so far as we know, no 
record of a failure has been recorded. 

It is not our purpose to cite individual cases where our 
members became successful business and professional men. 
We are proud of this particular record of our members of 
fifty years ago and also proud of the active sea record they 
left behind. We admit with regret that our mission in life 
has been changed and our interests lie in other directions. 
We also regret the depletion in our Society so far as men 
with sea-faring experience goes. We must bow to the 
inevitable and meet conditions as they exist. We will for- 
ever be known as “The Salem Marine Society.”” The many 
purposes recited in the Act of Incorporation, are impossible 
of fulfilment today. We cannot “improve our knowledge 
of this coast by the several members, on their arrival from 
sea, communicating their observations etc.,” so as to make 
navigation more safe, but the provision “to relieve one 
another and their families in poverty and other adverse 
accidents of life,” is a requirement of the Act that we can 
still live up to. 

The amount of our benevolences for the past fifty years 
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is not to be considered in so many dollars and cents, but it 
has been a most generous sum we have been able to dispense, 
not as charity, but as a gift made possible by the shrewd fore- 
sight of earlier years and the generosity from time to time 
of our members and friends. No eall for aid has been dis- 
regarded and the committee on distribution are welcome visi- 
tors to twenty-five beneficiaries who at the present time are 
entrusted to their care. In 1871, the invested funds amount- 
ed to $60,000.00 ‘Today we have equally as large an amount 
exclusive of the Franklin Building and its value and income. 
Our first gift was made in 1767, when a needy widow of a 
former member received eighteen shillings. ‘The box,” as 
the fund was then described, is still in existence and outside 
of the distributing committee, I think I can truthfully say, 
no member knows who are receiving assistance and what is 
more wonderful, no curiosity has ever been in evidence to 
have the list scrutinized. A record is made of our benefi- 
ciaries and the amounts donated to them, but no member has 
ever been known to request to see the record. We have been 
asked many times by charitable organizations in Salem, to 
make our list of beneficiaries public so that the other soci- 
eties giving aid, may see who are being helped; but we have 
always declined and informed those asking for such a list, 
that we were not a charitable organization, and did not dis- 
pense charity. Ours was a gift made possible through cer- 
tain invested funds. Even at the State House in Boston we 
have been requested to furnish such a list. We have given 
the same answer and while incorporated by an act of the 
Legislature with an expressed provision as to assisting the 
needy families of our members, our statement has never 
been questioned. At present we do have to make an annual 
return of our receipts and expenses with the amount only 
used in helping our beneficiaries but not giving the names. 

The amount distributed for the first one hundred years 
was $82,045.00. During the past fifty years we have 
distributed $185,284.00. 

Five hundred and ninety-one persons have joined the 
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society since its existence and out of that number only 
twelve remain. ‘The oldest living member is George H. 
Allen, who joined November 29, 1869, having been a mem- 
ber nearly fifty-three years and being the only member who 
was living when the one hundreth anniversary was celebrated. 
David Pingree, the second oldest member, joined October 
30, 1871, after the anniversary had been held. The remain- 
der of the twelve members and the date of their joining is as 
follows: 

David N. Pousland, November 5, 1877. 

Samuel V. Goodhue, November 7, 1883. 

John P. Felt, September 29, 1884. 

Walter H. Trumbull, April 29, 1886. 

Edward B. Trumbull, July 29, 1887. 

Dudley L. Pickman, March 25, 1889. 

J. Clifford Entwisle, October 29, 1889. 

Edward W. Harkness, October 30, 1893. 

Henry P. Smith, October 27, 1898. 

Leonard A. Bachelder, October 25, 1900. 

At the one hundreth anniversary there was living one hun- 
dred members out of five hundred and fifty-one that had 
joined. Since 1871, but forty members have joined and 
twenty-eight have died. 

It is impossible to make any reference to our membership 
individually. They have been of the same sterling quality 
that made up the membership during the first one hundred 
years. However, we feel compelled to make special refer- 
ence to two of the officers of the Society, who gave to it long, 
faithful and efficient service. Captain William B. Bates, 
clerk for twenty-five years and Captain Nathan H. Millett, 
treasurer for thirty-one years. Both of these splendid 
specimens of the old time ship master, actually wore them- 
selves out in active service. 

The work of Captain Bates is specially recognized in the 
records, because it was he that conceived the idea of collect- 
ing the pictures and photographs of the members. How 
well he did this work is evidenced by the album now in our 
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room, which is treasured beyond all things else of our pos- 
sessions. 

It is interesting to read over the old records; they are so 
concise and free from any attempt to pad them. They resem- 
ble the old log book of a ship. A record of simple facts with 
no explanatory remarks. In many cases the entry is simply, 
“No quorum, meeting dissolved, fines collected.” One rea- 
son for the lack of a quorum was that meetings were held 
monthly. This existed until June 30, 1887, when quarterly 
meetings were established. ‘The fine of 37/2 cents for the 
absentee was duly enforced and at one meeting it shows the 
sum of $386.25 was received from delinquents. The fines 
were levied until quite recently. I had the pleasure of pay- 
ing fines for nearly two years. How a fellow could attend 
meetings and be off on a long voyage, was no concern of the 
Society, so absence from home did not excuse a member. 
In 1894 I had the temerity to offer a suggestion that the 
section of the by-laws relating to fines be abolished. It re- 
ceived scant recognition and the records show it was “laid 
on the table,” where it still remains. However, it was tacit- 
ly understood later that the by-law relating to fines would 
not be enforced and are not now demanded. We still have 
two members on our roll that are eligible, if that is the cor- 
rect word, to fines, and the provision is still one of our by- 
laws. 

The question of perpetuating our Society became a vital 
one in view of the fact that no new members were available 
and there was no prospect of ever having ship masters in 
Salem. In 1906 this matter was taken up at a meeting and 
a committee of two appointed to consider it. This commit- 
tee mulled along until the membership became more and 
more depleted. At a meeting held in January, 1917, a more 
active committee was appointed, and in January, 1918, an 
amendment to the by-laws was offered, by which the sons 
and grandsons of former members could be admitted and this 
amendment became effective in April, 1918. Since that. 
time, we have taken in nineteen members whose fathers or 
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grandfathers were former members and the old-timers can 
sit back and feel sure that our policy will be carried out 
when we are forced to answer the last call. One of these 
nineteen has passed away, George Lockhart Allen. The 
others are as follows: 


Arthur P. Pousland David N. Pousland 
Frederick G. Pousland Robert W. Strout 
Charles F. Allen Henry C. Millett 
Arthur R. Millett Arthur W. West 

Henry K. Roberts J. Bertram Ropes 
Albert Goodhue J. Duncan Phillips 
Stephen W. Phillips John G. Waters 
William H. Eagleston Walter H. Trumbull Jr. 
Atkins H. Bates Lawrence W. Jenkins 


This poor and inadequate sketch of our past fifty years of 
existence, would not be complete if we failed to make some 
reference to our adventure in the religious world. Captain 
Henry Barr died in 1836 and in his will he provided in case 
of his daughter dying childless, that his estate at the time 
of her death should be given to the Salem Marine Society 
in trust for the purpose of erecting a Bethel. Of course 
the good captain never realized that conditions would change 
from what they were in 1836, nor that his daughter might 
live to a good old age. Both these conditions existed at 
the time of her death which occurred in 1888. She was the 
wife of one of the most lovable and devoted citizens of this 
city, Francis Cox. There never were any children, so the 
terms of the will were made known and the knowledge of its 
provisions dropped like a bomb shell into the meeting of the 
Society. It was a matter of considerable discussion for 
some time. The very idea of old sailors presuming to set 
up a meeting house and endeavoring to get “before-the-mast 
sailors’ to attend its services, was preposterous. The 
language used in discussing this proposition (outside the 
regular meeting) was more forcible than eloquent. There 
happened to be an established bethel in Salem on the corner 
of Derby and Turner Streets. An orderly and well conduct- 
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ed place. The leaders in that bethel were astounded when 
they heard of the bequest. They were very indiscreet and 
had they been a little more careful in their remarks regard- 
ing the ability of old ship masters to navigate a craft of the 
bethel description, the trust might have been turned over to 
them to enlarge their work. But the story goes, that they 
belittled the ability of our members to engage in such a busi- 
ness and ridiculed the idea. They petitioned for the fund 
and ran up against a strong opposition. They were inform- 
ed that nothing could be done until the Salem Marine Soci- 
ety had declined to accept the trust. Give it up! Not by 
a d— sight. These old fogies would be given the surprise 
of their lives and they had a great deal to learn about the 
ways of running a meeting-house, so the various expressions 
ran. The outcome of the business was that the trust was 
accepted by the Society, a bond of $40,000.00 was given 
and the sum of $25,931.24 was turned over to the Society 
and the erection of a building was authorized. As if adding 
insult to injury, a sight was selected at the foot of Turner 
Street, only a very short distance from the rival bethel. 
The committe having the matter in charge was Henry W. 
Peabody, Captain Nathan A. Bachelder, Captain George R. 
Lord, (who was the most prominent in saying “not by a d— 
sight”). Later, Captain John Mullen and Captain Charles 
Beadle were added. In July, 1890, the bethel was com- 
pleted with an expenditure of $4,419.20 with $500.00 
added for furnishings. The dedication took place on Sun- 
day, July 13, 1890, with a full house. The committee cer- 
tainly made a success of it as a place of worship, but decided- 
ly fell down as regarded the attendance of sailors. In the 
first place there were scarcely any sailors in the harbor and 
no facilities provided to get any from the vessels who might 
want or need religious instruction, Capt. Mullen and Capt. 
Beadle graduated early and their places were filled on the 
committee by myself and Walter H. Trumbull, two good 
candidates for religious instruction. Capt. Lord remained 
on the Committee but was very inactive. In fact Walter 
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Trumbull became very lukewarm and at last an out-and-out 
backslider. He did not exactly get a diploma for constant 
attendance. He considered that he had received sufficient 
biblical instruction to make him a very passable Christian. 
So that the management fell largely on Mr. Peabody, Capt. 
Bachelder and myself. Mr. Peabody kept the pulpit sup- 
plied in a most non-partisan manner, all denominations 
receiving a fair chance to expound their theories. Capt. 
Bachelder saw that we never lacked in regard to the musical 
part of the devotions and incidentally acted as sexton and 
first usher, while I looked after the funds and saw to it that 
neither minister nor choir went away uncompensated. All 
denominations had the same chance to air their creeds and 
beliefs. Many church choirs made the place melodious at 
so much per, and the attendance was most satisfactory, 
each minister and choir bringing a certain following and 
many non-churchgoers attending to hear the different 
theories and truths expounded. All went well for ten years 
or more with only an occasional dissenter in the Society. 
These dissenters seemed to have sown the most productive 
seed until after many murmurings, the movement of unrest 
developed. The committee many times endeavored to get 
these dissenters into the bethel, believing thereby that they 
would have a change of heart. The climax came in Janu- 
ary, 1902, when it was voted after a somewhat warm dis- 
cussion and only by vote of seven yeas and four nays to give 
up the trust and recommend that it be turned over, not by 
any means to the rival bethel, which by the way had also 
prospered, but to the Young Men’s Christian Association 
of Salem and in October, 1903, we surrendered everything 
and acknowledged ourselves defeated. The Y. M. C. A. 
made a brave attempt to run a real bethel. They had a 
launch which called alongside of vessels in the harbor and 
solicited the attendance of the A. B’s on board who thought 
they needed some religious entertainment. They met with 
some opposition in these cruises after candidates by the 
captains asking if members of his crew were allowed to go 
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ashore and attend these services that the Y. M. C. A. would 
be responsible for their return in a condition to continue 
their work aboard the vessel. Of course this was beyond 
the ability of the representatives of the Y. M. C. A. to prom- 
ise and on most all occasions the launch returned to the 
bethel landing without a cargo. After some few years of 
this effort, the place was made into a sort of clubhouse but 
this requiring considerable personal attention it was given 
up. Finally the property was taken over on the order of 
the Probate Court for use as a community house which pur- 
pose it serves today. I always maintained that with a little 
effort, our Society might have had the trust turned into cash 
and through the Probate Court given into the treasury. And 
so endeth the venture. 

The activities of our Society as I have said before, have 
for many years been centered in looking after our benefi- 
ciaries. However, we have found time and _ oppor- 
tunity to get interested in a few matters relating to 
maritime affairs. We have several times exerted our in- 
fluence, such as it might be, in getting completed the Sandy 
Bay Breakwater off Rockport, behind which vessels sailing 
up and down our coast might find a safe refuge in the winter 
time. A vast amount of money has been spent on this work, 
but for some years no work whatever has been done. As it 
stands today, it is more of a menace to navagation than a 
help. Interest in its completion has fallen off and it is a 
question whether our government ever finishes it. We 
were also very much interested in having Salem Harbor 
dredged a few years ago and petitioned the government to 
begin this work. A seaman’s bill and a pilotage bill before 
Congress, received our attention some years ago. 

There seems so little that we can do as a Society but we 
are always willing to take up any matter relating to marine 
affairs. We are handicapped at present on account of our 
lack of seafaring men as members. There are but three of 
us left of all the large number who have been members. 
Two of us are occupied with other matters so we can give but 
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little time to such affairs. Our other seafaring member, 
Captain Harkness, has been away from Salem several years 
and is far from active at present. Again we are ageing and 
while our spirit is still willing, our flesh fails at times to 
respond to our wishes and desires. 

A perusal of the historical sketches compiled at the one 
hundreth anniversary, reveals much of interest and is a most 
valuable history of our former activities. Our interest in 
local lighthouses is set forth in detail and shows that we were 
alive to the necessities required in careful navigation. Our 
patriotism is of the same high order as that which actuated 
our fellow-members in the Revolution and Mexican Wars 
and also in the late Civil War as fully recorded. Thanks 
to a generous donor, we now have a home of our own and 
are not obliged to meet in various residences and other places 
as in the olden days. We have not been called upon to 
attend as a Society, any procession or gathering to commem- 
orate some public event. We go about doing what our 
hands find to do and try to carry out the purposes for which 
we were founded. We acknowledge the efforts of our pre- 
decessors to perpetuate our history by giving of their time 
and means and the walls of our meeting place are filled with 
framed acknowledgements of their generosity. The small- 
est gift was as welcome as the largest because each repre- 
sented the spirit of willingness that actuated them in adding 
to our fund. 

If these four walls could speak, what a revelation they 
would make. What interesting matters would be recorded. 
Sailors as a rule, are not boastful creatures but when assem- 
bled together with no outsiders about to listen to their tales, 
their powers of speech relax and the one who can holler the 
loudest claims attention though perhaps he may not be the 
most interesting talker. The yarns that have been spun 
here would make one stand up and take notice, because 
their feats of different degrees of activities could never be 
duplicated and the manner of telling of them could never 
be imitated. Would that a dictaphone had been invented 
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and installed here, still if that had been possible, the voice 
and emphasis, an important part of the yarn would be 
sadly lacking, so perhaps after all it would only be a poor 
substitute for the original. 

One event stands out most prominently in our history. It 
is the part our Society took in the visit of the Scout Cruiser 
Salem to our City. We, in conjunction with the East India 
Marine Society, certainly have reason to be proud of that 
occasion. The entire week of that visit was a busy one for 
our members and the commander of the Salem and his offi- 
cers, were most grateful for the incessant attention they 
received. Our gift to the cruiser of a handsome marine 
clock was most acceptable. 

And now our watch is most up. Light bells is about to 
strike, and this rambling and uninteresting yarn is about to 
end. There is much that one could say, and perhaps other 
events of greater interest might have been recited, but this 
is not a college celebration. It is the celebration of an anni- 
versary of a Society that has been composed of the brawn 
and muscle of the community. Men who dared everything; 
suffered much physical inconvenience; faced dangerous situ- 
ations without faltering; underwent many privations and 
hardships; served their masters with the utmost fidelity; 
gave up family ties and social festivities, encountered disease 
and sickness; braved the elements without flinching; opened 
up new avenues for trade; made the name of America famil- 
iar to the inhabitants of the most distant countries and car- 
ried “Old Glory” to every sea on the globe. 

And now, my friends and fellow members, let the two 
“shell-backs” say a few words in parting. We have no sail- 
ing directions to offer, no course to give and no chart to assist 
you. There is a certain amount of saltiness in your compo- 
sition, it is necessarily so or you would not be here, the sons 
of your fathers. Continue to follow out the purposes for 
which we were founded. Hew true to the line; allow for a 
certain amount of lee-way and adverse current, but keep to 
the course that has been followed for the past one hundred 
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and fifty years and ultimately you will reach your final des- 
tination. We have not the slightest doubt of your ability 
to carry this good craft along, and while you may drift on 
a lee shore and the breakers appear under your lee bow, use 
your utmost endeavors to “claw-off” and may you always 
find sufficient water under the bottom of the craft to keep 
her afloat. 

We leave with you a sacred trust, the fulfillment of which 
will call for the best that is in you. Our last expressed 
wish is, that the Salem Marine Society may have many pros- 
perous years ahead and that its glory may be reflected in the 
future with as much brightness as it has been in the past. 


The paper was listened to by the members with quiet atten- 
tion and at its conclusion, the clerk apologized for its brevity, 
and regretted that he had not been able to record a more 


complete history of the society for the past fifty years. 
ek 

The long anticipated “reckoning” was then the order of 
the hour and we can assure you there was nothing “dead” 
about it. ‘Dead reckoning” at sea is always a guess, and 
mostly a good one, of the position of the ship when no obser- 
vation of the heavenly bodies has been possible. But on this 
occasion, there was nothing left in doubt. Those present knew 
just where they were and what they were there for. A most 
social “‘get-together” time followed. The “Cabin-boys,” the 
“After-guard” and other semi-“‘shellbacks” fraternized in a 
most unheard-of manner. The “shipmaster”’ swallowed his 
“quarter-deck” dignity and listened attentively to the afore 
mentioned “cabin-boys” as they rehearsed the feats of their 
web-footed ancestors, handed down to them from time to 
time through members of their immediate families. They 
proved themselves “‘chips-of-the-old-block,” and gave further 
evidence thereby, of their interest in the society of their 
forefathers. 

We had as our guests, Captain James Gurney, President 
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of the Boston Marine Society, and one of the few remaining 
“square-rigged” shipmasters and Captain J. Frederick John- 
son, a member of the Salem East India Marine Society, also 
a “‘square-rigger.” 

Never in the recollection of the members has the old meet- 
ing room on the Common resounded with such hearty and 
genuine jollification. But time, that relentless reminder 
that we cannot stand still, and the ebbing tide in the ‘“‘reckon- 
ing” receptacle, called our attention to the fact that we were 
approaching the end of another “leg” on our course and if 
we desired to avoid running on a lee shore, it was time to 
give the order, “ready-about,” so as to advance towards the 
haven of our destination for we were far from the end of 
our festivities. 

In perfect order and with unbroken ranks, we sallied 
forth from the room of pleasant memories and having been 
given a course of “north, a little easterly,’ we proceeded 
along the historic training field, now known as “The Com- 
mon,” and brought-up at the corner of Washington square 
north and Mall street. It was fitting that this place was to 
be our last port of call in the celebration of our anniversary. 
The house now owned by the Salem Club, was built by George 
Peabody, once the owner of many Salem ships, sailing to all 
parts of the world and commanded by Salem shipmasters. 
While Mr. Peabody does not appear to be enrolled among the 
ship-owner members of our society, still he was an important 
factor in its history. 

A banquet had been provided as a most fitting climax to 
the observance of a most important event in the history of our 
society. The tables were laid in the second story of the club 
house, and were most tastefully embellished with Hallowe’en 
favors and beautiful flowers. The steward, Mr. Horton, had 
exhibited much artistic skill in making the surroundings 
attractive as well befitted the occasion. 

Place cards designated just where each participant was to 
be seated and after many expressions of admiration, the 
places were occupied. Before each plate was a most unique 
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bill of fare or as it was fittingly called, a “Grub Bill.” On 
the outside cover the seal of the Society was impressed sur- 
rounded by a circle of rope which was tied with a “square 
knot.” “1771-1921” told the story of one hundred and fifty 
years of existence, and the name “Salem Marine Society” 
was stamped in old English letters. On the inside cover 
was the following inscription “Dinner at Salem Club, Wash- 
ington Square, Salem, Mass., Thursday, October 27th, 1921, 
in Celebration of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the Salem Marine Society.” On the inside pages the im- 
portant part of the banquet was recorded and herewith repro- 
duced for the benefit of those who will never experience the 
conditions and circumstances which are recalled by the 
numerous nautical terms and phrases. 


1771 1921 
SaLeM Marine Sociery 


GRUB BILL 
Hop Swept - Limspers Cieanep - DunnacEe Lap 


“For the Ground Tier” 
Oysters on Half Shell 


“The Sun is Over the Fore Yard” 
To Our TWELVE Originals 


“Fill in the Contlines” 
Filet of Flounders 


“Now for the Heavy Storage” 
Broiled Chicken Squash in Cups 
Delmonico Potatoes 


To Our Cabin Boys 
“Lower Hatches Calked and Pitched” 
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Just to Remind You 
“Ready About,” “Hard-a-Lee,”’ 
“Swing Your ‘Cro-jac’ Yard,” “Main Sheet,” 
“Fore Bowline,” “Let Go and Haul” 


Now for Between Decks 
Fruit Salad 


To Our Web Foot Guests 
“Small Stowage” 
Cheese Crackers 


To Our Land Lubber Guests 
“Fill in the Square of the Hatch” 
Frozen Pudding Olives Nuts Cake 


To Our Future Prosperity 
“Hight Bells” 


Coffee Cheroots Stogies 
Lest You Forget 
Lobscouse Dandy Funk Old Horse 
Hard Tack Duff 


_ “All Together” 
“Whiskey Johnny” “Rebuen Ranzo” 
“Sally Brown” 
“Old Horse, Old Horse, What Brought You Here” 
“Turn In” 


On another page of the bill appeared the picture of Captain 
Edward B. Trumbull, Master and Treasurer of the Society, 
while on a further page was reproduced the features of Cap- 
tain J. Clifford Entwisle, Clerk of the Society. Both pic- 
tures were excellent likenesses—at the time they were taken-— 
and each retained much of their youthful expression. How- 
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ever, no photograph of a recent date was obtainable and their 
friends will always be able to recognize them. 

The courses were duly served and stowed away. The 
various nautical terms explained to the “land-lubbers” as the 
banquet proceeded. Ample time was taken and “Whiskey 
Johnnie,” “Reuben Ranzo,” “Sally Brown” and other rollick- 
ing sea songs were reproduced by the Master, Captain Ed- 
ward B. Trumbull and the choruses heartily responded to by 
all. 

Time again steps in and lays its hand upon us. Much as we 
would desire to prolong the gaieties, the end must come at last 
and the hour to ““Turn-in” was approaching. After the cargo 
had been well stowed, all the “contlines” filled in, and the 
hatches caulked. and pitched, the Master, Captain Edward B. 
Trumbull briefly addressed the gathering, hoped that all had 
enjoyed themselves and wondered what the next anniversary 
would be like. 

It was an interesting fact that at our one hundredth anni- 
versary, the president of the Boston Marine Society was a 
guest and at this anniversary we also had as a guest, the 
president of that society, Captain James Gurney. The 
Master introduced Captain Gurney who expressed his 
pleasure at being honored with an invitation to such an 
eventful occasion. He brought the well wishes of the Boston 
Marine Society and congratulated the members on having 
such a prosperous organization. He said the Boston Marine 
Society was the oldest marine society in the world, having 
been organized in 1742 and antedating the London, England 
society by fourteen years. He briefly summarized the work 
of his society and stated that during its existence it had dis- 
tributed $740,000.00 and was annually contributing to the 
assistance of its members and beneficiaries, the sum of 
$17,000.00. Its invested funds amounted to over $300,000.00 
and its membership was over 400. His statements were a 
revelation to many present and all were much interested in 
them. 
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Captain J. Frederick Johnson was then introduced as a 
member of the Salem East India Marine Society and extend- 
ed the greetings of that society with a hope of our continued 
prosperity. 

Walter H. Trumbull spoke of his long connection with the 
society and commended its purposes and aims. Stephen W. 
Phillips, J. Duncan Phillips and Lawrence W. Jenkins, all 
“Oabin-boys,” spoke entertainingly with reminicences and 
experiences of travel and residence abroad. 

The end of a perfect celebration was approaching. The 
time to make it “Hight bells” was at hand, and with great 
reluctance the party broke up, each acclaiming it to be one 
of the most enjoyable occasions he had ever attended. 

Will there be a two-hundreth anniversary? It is doubtful 
unless Salem young men adopt the sea as a profession and 
thereby make themselves eligible for membership. 

Advancing years remind us that we must lay aside most of 
our activities and prepare ourselves for the last toll of the 
bell which is the inevitable fate of all mankind. 

We leave this thought with our successors, “The Salem 
Marine Society, may its beneficences continue to cheer the | 
path of those who partake of the contents of the “The Box,’ 
made possible by the forethought and generosity of the hardy, 
courageous and farsighted shipmaster and ship owner of 
Salem.” 
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